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Good afternoon CWL Sisters; 
 
I hope everyone had a good flight and safe travels home from our 46th Annual Convention. 
I on the other hand was 23 minutes away from home on a flight from Vancouver when we were 
told we had to go back due to the runway lights being off at the Victoria Airport, apparently 
someone forgot us. Our flights were rebooked by a poor young man that was left to deal with 
some very unhappy Air Canada customers, seemingly, he was also forgotten because when he 
tried to get assistance, he was informed there was only one other in the airport guiding 
passengers from another flight and she could not come to his aid. Some of us encouraged the 
other customers to go easy on him as we were all in this together and he didn’t have control over 
the situation. My adventure was not over yet, we had to stay at the airport after we retrieved our 
luggage downstairs, stay on the reservation level, which is not equipped with many chairs and 
then seek out some refreshments. We found our friend, Tim Horton’s, which was available for 
the hungry and not impressed travelers. Wouldn’t you think, a big corporation like Air Canada 
would have sleeping quarters for such circumstances? I’m joking of course! 
 
I cased out the reservation level to find a small section that had a ‘do not use area’ and giving it 
some thought, I decided there was no one around that would smack my fingers, so I sat down on 
a very hard chair to search for my crossword puzzle book. I proceeded to engage myself in some 
thought provoking puzzle quizzes when what seemed like a voice telling me to find some paper 
and draw on my experiences from convention. I didn’t think I was awake enough to do it and I 
tried to tell myself I would when I had a chance to relax at home for a couple of days. I couldn’t 
get it out of my head, so I surrendered to the idea, found some paper and wrote this memo to you 
and another to the MO Admin committee. The voice was right and to my surprise, I actually had 
a lot of things I wanted to share with you and my team. 
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I realized I missed all of you already! This was such a daunting experience for me to chair a 
convention with such new and seasoned members, to be responsible for timings, educating and to 
employ base council Presidents in discussions and finding out their needs so they can maintain 
their positions as leaders in their councils. As part of the MO Admin team, we sometimes, 
neglect to allow the councils to see us as actual CWL members with needs and questions of our 
own. We want to present the perception of all knowing and in doing so; we sometimes give the 
appearance of knowing everything. I hope this convention subdued those feelings and instead 
presented a united front for councils to seek our assistance and reach out to us as leaders but as 
CWL members as well. Please reach out to your MO counterparts for answers, information or 
bounce ideas off us and in doing so, it will allow us to draw on your energy to continue 
supporting you. The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a proud organization that consists 
of everyday spiritual Catholic women that pursue topics and answers for the betterment of the 
Christian family. 
 
I extend the gratitude of the MO Admin and 13 base councils to 14 Greenwood through all of the 
obstacles that encumbered them, they succeeded in hosting a wonderful convention that I can 
safely say, enriched our lives. I feel it brought us that much closer, especially on Saturday night 
through the great voices of the two singers that assisted us in letting our hair down and swaying 
to the beat of our hearts, hand holding hand as our theme dictated, “We Have Seen the Lord”. 
We send congratulations on your 60th Anniversary as we shared with your congregation some 
great barbecue food and refreshments along with a piece of delightful cake. Bravo! 
 
I also want to acknowledge the great Meet and Greet hosted by St. Brendan’s and Our Lady of 
the Assumption. The food and decor was unbelievable and what can I possibly say about 
Marguerita, whose wit will have to sustain us till next time we have the privilege of seeing her 
again. A truly fantastic time was had by all. 
 
I’ve sent our appreciation to Cecil Miller, National Communications Chairperson for bringing 
greetings from National President, Betty Anne Brown. Her presence helped engage us in getting 
closer to God while sharing our emotions during the spiritual workshop. 
 
To the base councils, thank you on behalf of the MO Admin Dream Team for attending the 
Annual Provincial Convention, for without your presence, we would not be here. 
 
 I wonder what will be in store for us next year ladies at the 47th Annual Provincial Convention 
in Shearwater. There is only one way to find out, fundraise, fundraise and fundraise some more. 
As they say, the more the merrier! I challenge you to send your president/voting delegate and 1 
or more accredited delegates to next year’s convention. 
 
What will 2015 bring us? You tell me and we will all know. Consider hosting convention, pray 
on it, enlist your SAs advice and let us know. I had some base councils inquiring if Ontario may 
host in 2015, what about it ladies, any takers? 
 
“We Have Seen the Lord”, let us not forget as we carry on in our journey together. We need 
only to open our eyes and hearts to continue feeling and seeing God’s imagine. Fan those sparks 
councils and watch them grow into flames.  
 



In September, or why wait, share at your pot luck, the spiritual encounters you had, the business 
and knowledge you gained at convention. Don’t forget our two new plaques that were unveiled 
at the General Assembly, the Honorary Shield Plaque and the New Membership Plaque for the 
most new memberships in a council during a designated year. I am attaching a picture for you to 
share with your council members. Don’t forget! Grow in the knowledge that Jesus was with us 
and will continue as we speak the Good News. 
 
You will always be in my prayers. Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us. 
 
 
God Bless 
Donna Penney 
MO Provincial President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


